WEST TOWN PATTERN BOOK
Atlanta, Georgia

Client:
Brock Built
Project Status:
Going through plan revision
to meet changed market
conditions
Project Overview:
 Master plan for a new
urban neighborhood and
a LEED-ND pilot community
near Midtown Atlanta
 Prepared pattern book to
guide plan implementation in
four areas: the neighborhood,
architecture, circulation,
and landscape

West Town, a former industrial site less
than two miles from Midtown Atlanta,
is a new urban neighborhood and a
LEED-ND pilot community. Following
site design, TSW prepared a pattern
book to guide implementation in four
areas: the neighborhood, architecture, circulation, and landscape.
Neighborhood patterns address lot
sizes and types, building placement,
façades, frontages, and garages.
It lays out basic parameters for urbanism and the interaction of public and private
space, allowing for different architectural styles to occur within this framework.
Architecture patterns define appropriate styles, materials, and building details to ensure a cohesive feel. Permitted styles draw on the former industrial and commercial
use of the area, and include standards for contextual modern interpretations of historic precedents.
The circulation section guides the design of streets, alleys, sidewalks, and trails. Its goal is
to promote connectivity and walking, and ensure a high quality, consistent public realm.
The final section addresses park treatment, tree and plant species, and community
gardens to promote ecological solutions for community open space. It includes concept plans for specific parks, mews, and greens, as well as general environmental
performance standards for the site as a whole.
The pattern book will guide West Town’s development according to sustainable design principles to ensure a green and walkable community. Its sketches, regulating
plans, narrative, street sections, photographs, and diagrams will guide development
in the community for years to come, and ensure the creation of a high-quality, sustainable neighborhood that fulfill the vision of its founders.

West Town offers a variety of lot types and development sites ranging from detached single-family
lots to those containing large, mixed-use buildings. The placement of each is in direct response to
three key considerations: 1) the need to establish identifiable neighborhood centers and edges; 2)
proximity to existing and proposed transportation infrastructure; and 3) the existing site topography.

West Town will have the greatest mix of buildings types closest to Huff Road, within the Fabric District, including detached single-family houses, townhouses, mews townhouses, multifamily buildings, and mixed-use buildings housing ground floor shops and restaurants. This pattern of mixed lot
sizes is a traditional neighborhood pattern found in the most loved urban neighborhoods of Atlanta
and the country.

Single-Family Lots

20 to 30 feet wide

Townhouse Lots Detached Garage

General Mixed-Use/
Multifamily Lots

Townhouse Lots Attached Garage

Huff Road MixedUse/Multifamily Lots

20 to 25 feet wide

20 to 25 feet wide
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Stacked Townhouses

30 to 50 feet wide

Width varies

Width varies

Permitted Buildings: Detached single-family
homes, and zero lot line single-family homes.

NEIghBORhOOD PaTTERNS

Vehicular access is also critical in understanding the placement of lots at West Town. Most lots are
served by rear or side alleys or lanes to minimize the negative impacts of vehicles on pedestrians.
Those without alleys or lanes are served by a limited number of strategically-placed driveway locations.

Lot Sizes vary, with typical widths between 30 and
50 feet, and typical depths between 70 and 75
feet.

Supplemental Zone: A minimum 5 feet deep Supplemental Zone along all streets is required by zoning.
Front Facade Zone: Buildings should be placed no
more than 10 feet from the back of the Supplemental Zone.
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The mix of large and small lots in West Town provides building diversity throughout the neighborhood. Larger lots containing mixed-use buildings are key focal points for the community’s two
districts and are important in defining West Town’s character. Similarly, smaller corner lots scattered throughout are important to the image of individual streets; special attention must be given
to the buildings on them. Buildings on corner lots have the potential to become landmarks for their
respective streets.
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Interior Side Yard Setback: There is no minimum
side setback. The minimum separation between adjacent single-family homes is 6 feet. No roof eave
shall extend over property lines.
Rear Setback: There is no minimum rear setback,
however, garage doors shall set back a minimum
of 2 feet from the alley or lane. Garages adjacent to
a street and an alley shall be placed as close to the
alley as possible.
Principal Building Height: Minimum 2 stories and
maximum 4 stories.

Side Street Facade Zone: Buildings and Garages
should be placed no further than 5 feet from the
back of the Supplemental Zone.

Garages may be attached or detached and with a
maximum height of 2 stories (but not taller than
the primary structure). Vehicular entrances shall be
served by an alley or lane.

Example

Example

Porches, stoops, bay windows, and balconies may
extend into the Front Facade Zone, Side Facade
Zone, or the Supplemental Zone.
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Illustrative Massing

Permitted Lot Frontages: The following Lot Frontages are permitted:
•

Direct Entry Front Porch

•

Side Entry Front Porch

•

Direct Entry Front Stoop

•

Side Entry Front Stoop

Requirements

Illustrative Plan

OVERVIEW
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